THE  GREAT ALEXANDER

magnitude in the eastern firmament. After Seleucius
came the Parthians, who, although they left little to
posterity, at least were virile and ruled with a will.

Athenaeus wrote contemptuously of those times, saying
that of all nations the Persians were the first to become
notorious for their luxury. The kings spent the winter
at Susa, the summer at Ecbatana, the autumn at Persepolis,
and rioted the rest of the year in Babylon. The court nobles
combined strict Persian discipline with Median efficiency,
the former soon giving way to the latter. They sat on
their horses more softly than they lay on their beds.

After the Parthians, the legendary Ardeshir founded the
Sassanian dynasty, when began the wars between Persia
and the Holy Roman Empire, which dragged on until the
seventh century. Ardeshir was succeeded by Shapur, and
later by Bahrain. Then came Shapur the Great with a
long and vital reign. The menace of the White Huns
came and passed.

The valiant Khosroe held the stage. He besieged
Rome, took Jerusalem, overran Egypt, and became king
of Persia, Syria, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Asia Minor.

About that time the might of Muhammad began to be
felt. At the zenith of his power, he wrote to the king of
Persia, inviting him to submit to the Book, to the Sword,
and to the Tribute. The king replied in no uncertain tones:

"Drinkers of camel's milk, eaters of lizards!
To this pass hast come with the Arab ?
That he dares to aspire to the crown of the Kyanees!
I spit on thee, fickle fate!    I spit on thee!"

Too much has been written about Muhammad to
justify further account here, save for" a brief sketch of his
career. Well born among the Bedouin, he becajne a
caravan leader and travelled over much of the eastern
world. Gradually he evolved a new doctrine and a
new teaching, in spite of persecution. When he was over
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